
  

  

11/30/20   
  

Dear   Amherst   Families,   
  

Today   Gov.   Cuomo   changed   the   tes�ng   requirements   for   schools   in   orange   and   red   zones.   While   we   are   
s�ll   awai�ng   the   wri�en   guidance   on   the   specifics,   we   are   op�mis�c   about   our   ability   to   meet   the   new   
guidelines.   

  
Previously,   schools   in   an   orange   zone   had   to   close   and   to   reopen   they   would   have   to   test   100%   of   the   
students   a�ending   in   person   and   then   25%   each   week.   As   I   have   stated,   these   requirements   were   
daun�ng.   Based   on   today’s   press   conference,   it   appears   that   schools   in   orange   zones   can   remain   open,   
but   they   must   test   20%   of   all   in-person   students   and   staff   over   a   month.   Schools   in   red   zones   can   
remain   open,   but   they   must   test   30%   of   in-person   students   and   staff   over   a   month.   

  
We   have   proac�vely   prepared   a   plan   to   conduct   tes�ng.   Again,   we   are   awai�ng   more   informa�on   on   
the   new   requirements   communicated   by   Gov.   Cuomo   today.    However,   my   second   reason   for   wri�ng   is   
that   we   need   an   answer   from   the   families   that   have   not   replied   to   the   Student   COVID-19   Tes�ng   
Consent.   We   s�ll   await   a   consent   response   from   693   students.   It   might   be   helpful   to   see   the   consent   
numbers   by   building.   

  
ACHS   -   Yes   -   394;   No   -   12;   No   Reply   -    204   
AMS   -   Yes   -   308;   No   -   28;   No   Reply   -   176   
Smallwood   Drive   -   Yes   -   371;   No   -   26;   No   Reply   -   85   
Windermere   Boulevard   -   Yes   -   216;   No   -   27;   No   Reply   -   228   

  
A   reminder,   if   you   have   not   completed   the    COVID-19   Student   Tes�ng   Consent   in   the    Aspen   Parent   
Portal,    please   do   so   ASAP.   Watch   the    short   video    to   assist   you.    We   need   to   receive   a   response   from   
every   student   enrolled   in   the   Hybrid   Instruc�onal   Model.    A   paper   form   was   sent   to   PreK   students   at   
WBS;   no   form   required   for    PreK   students   at   ACCCCC .    Please   contact   Dan   Farley   at   362-3044   or   Lisa   
Sommer   at   362-3046   if   you   have   ques�ons   about   logging   into   your   Aspen   account.   

  
Finally,   we   have   learned   about   addi�onal   confirmed   COVID-19   cases   over   the   weekend   and   today,   click   
here    for   more   informa�on.   

  
Sincerely,   

  
Anthony   J.   Panella,   Superintendent   
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